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A.B.S.M., Founder Pilot, off on her adventurous South 

American journey. Because it will be adventurous. Every- 
thing she touches is; nothing is ever flat and dull, that is not her 
way of looking at life. That is not the way life looks at her. 

Before Mac took off to make some more history, she finished 
writing the history of the first ten years of Гос Н Women's Asso- 
ciation, There is plenty more of the history to be written later, 
but now the first book is done. 

‘Chis is a special number of the Loc, because we ave privileged 
to publish the first chapter of this first book (page 176). There 
may be some additions, some subtractions, before it finds its way 
into its final book covers, but substantially, this chapter will be 
the same. [here is only one drawback: read this chapter now 
and you will want to get the rest of the book into vour hands 
immediately! Publication is planned for next year. 

І thought it topical that in this number where we have the 
beginnings of the history, we should have a portrait of Miss Mac- 
fie by someone who knows her well—although A.B.S.M. once 
asked me who ever really knows anyone else? (Jane Welch's in- 
teresting portrait is on page 172.) 

can Edwards asks the question about knowing people in even 
another form: she asks does one ever know one's self? 

Her article on page 184 on Laughter is one that should bring 
in letters: many of us will be nodding our heads vigorously— 
and solemnly !—agreeing that without laughter there is no salt 
to living. I believe that real laughter (not the silly snigger пог the 
gossipy giggle!) gives warmth and depth to life and that men 
and women who draw or write or speak with wit are like a special 
Christmas gift any dav of the year . 


U tisa, Brazil, Argentina, Chile — there she goes, 


ND when this Loc appears, it will soon be Christmas again: 
the sharp bright stars of Christmas morning prick out in my 
mind as I remember it. Мау they shine with happiness for you 


all. Happy Christmas! 
Fditor: BARBARA VISE 
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Summer 


Holiday 


First-weeck р оп the 
left: second-week group оп 
the right-hand page 


mind, what zs the ideal holiday? Surely it is one which gives 

both spiritual and mental as well as physical refreshment. 
and that is exactly what Leiston has done for those who em- 
barked on yet another pioneering venture of Гос Н Women's 
Association—the first Summer Holiday School, The three of us 
who were able to stay the whole fortnight were indeed fortunate, 
and for all of us it was a holiday we shall never forget. 

There was so much that contributed to the happiness of us all— 
the beauty of the countryside, the peace of the Abbey. the friend- 
ship and the humour, the knowledge gained, the convictions con- 
firmed, the give-and-take of lively фт, and. of course, good 
food and glorious weather. 

Perhaps some of us arrived at the Abbey rather wondering what 
we had let ourselves in for, but within a very short time we were 
settled in and feeling very much at home., rejoicing in old 
acquaintances renewed and new friendships formed, and finding 
interest in meeting people from as far south as Bournemouth 
and Weymouth and as far west as Bristol and Swansea, not to 
mention those from the Midlands. the Eastern countics and the 
Metropolis. and of course, our friend from over the border. Мапу 
of us, 100. were thrilled to meet those who had previously been 
only names in our diaries or in the LoG—Miss Rita Fowler, our 
General Secretary, for example, Miss Purner, our Chaplain, and 
Miss Kathleen Owen. Chairman of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee. One of the most attractive features of this holiday was 
the living with and the getting to know so many more members 
of the Toc М Family and their friends. 


A: 1 sat down to write this article the thought Gune into my 


UR four resident lecturers 100. were very much a part of the 
Leiston Family. During the first week the Rev. P. H. M. Bryant. 
(Chaplain, Harrow. School) put most of us to shame һу 

his seemingly endless energy. It was rumoured he walked 15 
miles а day. and while the rest of us were still in bed he was 
hiking the couple of miles to the coast for a bathe before break- 
fast! Tt was under his guidance that, by the end of the first week. 
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SCHOOL 
1955 


we felt that we had a deeper vision of the Kingdom of God. and 
of the true meaning of thinking fairly. loving widely, witnessing 
humbly and building bravely. In the same wav during the second 
weck it was the Rev. В. A. Soltau. VI. X., M.R.S.T., (Vicar of 
Stubbings, Maidenhead) who brought home to us in his quiet, 
thoughtful way a clearer answer to the question, “What is 
Christianity?” than perhaps we had ever known before. П was in 
the first week that Miss Marianne Dacombe, M.A. (sometime 
W. E. А. lecturer in Hampshire, Dorset and Wiltshire), contributed 
so much to the happiness of the community, Her charm of man- 
ner, her sense of fun and her fund of stories endeared her to every: 
body, and her lectures on “The Changing World” during the lust 
hundred years were fascinating, and really prepared the way for 
Mr. O. С. Findlow's lectures on “Creative Living” in che follow- 
ing weck. As I. C. F. Missioner in Burton-on-Trent he was well 
qualified to give us an insight into the set-up and organisation of 
industry, and to show us how industry rightly conceived should 
be not a competitive concern, but a social service. 

In all the lectures there was much food for thought, and our 
minds were certainly stretched. Even so there was plenty of time 
for relaxation and for exploring the countryside. Little groups 
of people could almost always be seen reclining i in deckchairs on 
the lawn, knitting. read- 
ing. chatting, and (dare 
I sav it?) sleeping! 
There were delightful 


EILEEN CUDMER makes а report walks round the near 
countryside, and who 
on a fortnight that mixed work and will сусг forget the blue 


of the chicory in the 
hedgerows, the bril- 
Abbey in Suffolk this summer hance of the peacock 
butterflies. or the thrill 
of finding a horned 
poppy? Then there 


play in excellent shape at Leiston 
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were the organised outings to Norwich in the first week and to 
Great Yarmouth and to Southwold in the second week. We were 
most fortunate in having members of the Norwich branch as our 
guides to the Cathedral, the Castle and other places of interest. 
At Yarmouth we enjoyed a picnic lunch on the beach which 
was followed by a very pleasant cruise on Breydon Water and up 
the River Wavency—new scenery to many of us, with its wind- 
mills and wide stretches of water. There are so many incidents 
and places one could describe in detail, but there is time to do 
no more than mention them—tea in the café that was once a 
stable at Walberswick, a walk after a thunderstorm to Sizewell, 
lying on the beach at Thorpeness then walking on to Aldeburgh, 
an unexpected visit to Lavenham with its timbered buildings, a 
bus-ride to Ipswich, a glass of cider after a walk to Theberton, the 
nearest village, and the magnificent Suffolk churches. And 
always we came back to the quietude and friendliness of the 
Abbey which we did indeed come to regard as home“. Nor must 
the Lady Chapel be forgotten—the very heart of the Abbey in 
the same way that the Upper Room was and is the heart of the 
Old House. Here was a place where we received a stillness and a 
peace which sank deep into our hearts and remained with us 
throughout the day, whether we were listening to a lecture, ex- 
ploring the neighbourhood or enjoying our Friday socials. 

l cannot stop without some mention of our evening entertain- 
ment. First there were the coloured films for which we had Miss 
Kathleen Owen to thank—one, а Гос H film, which coming on 
the first evening of cach weck made everyone feel at home, and 
the others about Athens and Nigeria. Then there were the excel- 
lent illustrated talks on “Old Suffolk Towns” by Miss J. B. 
Mitchell, M.A., Fellow of Newnham College. Cambridge, and 
on the Birds of Suffolk by Major E. Н. Lynn-Allen (Hon. War- 
den, Minsmere Bird Sanctuary). Interesting talks these, which 
taught us much about our surroundings. Then there was the 
evening when Mr. E. C. Durham came to tell us about the work 
of the United Nations Association for backward countries and 
for the solution of the food problem. 

All those who went to the first Summer Holiday School are, I 
am sure, agreed that it must not be the last, and many are already 
looking forward to the next. It is the ideal holiday for the young 
and the not-so-young. There were laughter, gaiety and humour, 
and in contrast times of deep seriousness and peace, Our minds 
were exercised, and we enjoyed the beauty of seaside and country, 
апа for those who wished there was bathing and tennis, Last and 
by no means least, this article must not end without a word of 
appreciation and thanks to Miss Celia Powell, who made such a 
charming hostess. and who worked so hard to give us all such a 
happy holiday. 
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MARIANNE TURNER, Chaplain to 
Toc Н Women's Association, reviews a 
hook that she has found full of stimula- 
tion and recommends without reserve 


1115 is the tithe of a book by Miss 

| Graham Ikin (Epworth Press G/-). Jt is a 

book full of practical wisdom. Miss Ikin 
is especially anxious that we should make 
positive use of the difficulties that beset 
us, such as failures and mistakes, and the 
“hard luck” that befalls all of us at times. As 
a psychologist she gives wise advice too about 
the training of children and has some import 
ant illustrations of failure in adult life owing 
to wrong treatment in infancy and childhood. 
The book contains sixteen short articles 
which, as the author says in her preface, com- 
bine both psychological and religious ex- 
perience in a harmony which may help those 
who sometimes fear that psychology is under- 
mining religion” (р.8). 

I like particularly what she writes about 
creative imagination in connection with 
limitations which beset us in which oppor- 
tunity is enshrined, which she definies as “two 
sides of the ваше situation” (p.31). By accept- 
ing a limitation we can find the opportunity 
of making a creative response which can 
transform our limitations into blessings. In a 
moving article Miss Ikin goes deeply into the 
problems of sin and suffering and shows how 
the redemptive work of Christ can be brought 
home to others by our own acceptance of the 
suffering which cornes to us through the faults 
and mistakes of others. Am 1 accepting the 
suffering which follows... from the sins. 
negligences and ignorances of others, in the 
Spirit of Christ, so that He can use such 
suffering to bring the great Kingdom of Love 
on earth as it 15 it heaven?” (p.52). So Miss 
Ikin leads us on through Christian problems 
to the last article“ Autumn Colour” in which 
she shows how in maturity, as self-centredness 
disappears, a fuller and richer world opens out 
before us, and an attitude of serenity develops. 

Do read this book. 
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GREEN FINGERS 
and 


STOUT HEARTS 


HIS is a story of old men (and women) with green fingers 

and stout hearts—the gardeners of England. Courage and 

industry are their predominant characteristics, patience and 
perseverance are second nature. It is these grand old people of 
the soil who, when no longer able to tend the earth they love so 
well, are the concern of the Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Insti- 
tation, j 

The care of old people is not a new problem, but it has become 
apparent and more acute owing to the break-up of family life. 
lack of accommodation, high rents and rising costs. 

lt was over 117 years ago that a series of bad harvests gave rise 
to genuine hardship among the aged poor of this country, and 
caused some benevolent horticulturists to found this charity to 
assist retired gardeners and their widows. 

The carly work of the charity consisted solely of granting pen- 
sions and, as the vears passed, many professional gardencrs made 
annual contributions, and many prominent people helped in the 
task of raising funds Foremost among these were Sir Joseph 
Paxton, designer of the Crystal Palace and himself a famous gar- 
dener, and his friend Charles Dickens, who Jent his cloquence to 
the task with his usual whole-hearted vigour. 

In i851 Her late Majesty Queen Victoria bestowed Royal 
Patronage and to-day His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester 
is President 

Over 50 vears ago the Good Samaritan Fund was inaugurated 
to deal with sudden emergencies among pensioners and others, 
and to-day many grants from this Fund are made for extra fuel, 
invalid foods, warm but light blankets which will not weigh 
heavy on old bones, fares to visit a loved partner in hospital, and 
many other vital needs. 


МСЕ a candidate is placed on the Charity’s Pension List he 

or she is put in touch with a friendly visitor in his neigh- 
bourhood. and so has someone to take a kindly interest in his or 
her welfare. to give help and advice at a crucial moment and to 
report to Headquarters if further aid be needed, Thus many who 
are too proud to ask for help for themselves are watched over 
and assisted in sickness. sudden bereavement or domestic diffi- 


NOEL HOGG. Secretary of the Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent 
Institution, writes about an idea that was planted over 117 
year ago and has not wilted since. 


culty. This also makes it casy to ensure that full State benefits 
are applied for and enjoyed. Official forms are fr ightening things 
if you have poor sight and do not understand them, and a little 
practical help in these matters simplifies such problems. (Mem- 
bers of Тос H W.A. who feel there is work for them in this visit- 
ing, may have further details from the Gardeners’ Roval Benevo- 
lent Institution, 92 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1.) 

Housing has always been a scrious problem for retired gar- 
deners since many must relinquish a “ded” cottage on giving up 
work. Married children are themselves often pressed for room 
for growing families, vet the parting of an old couple—marricd 
perhaps for 50 or more years—frequently precipitates a break- 
down in health and happiness, and a parting may well be inevit- 
able if no home is available. 

To meci this problem the Gardeners’ Benevolent Country 
Home was opened in November 1952 in che charming litle 
Buckinghainshire village of Horton. and Her Royal Highness the 
Duchess of Gloucester graciously performed the opening cere- 
mony. Tt houses 26 people, married couples, single gardencrs 
(male апа female), and widows of gardeners. being eligible. Le 
has a very homely and peaceful atmosphere, and, standing in 5 
acres of ground, alfords ample opportunity for green fingers 10 
get busy if they feel like ii. The comfortable double and single 
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1 are centrally heated, as are tlie spacious sitting rooms 
+ К A х One А i 
with casy chairs for all, and television and wireless, a recreation 
room for darts. a library and a large communal dining room. 


UT, in attempting to solve one problem another, equally 
urgent, came to light. 

The residents who enter the Ноте active enough to lead a 
communal life do not grow younger—the eldest of these is 92 
апа the average age is 78. As infirmity creeps on the possibility of 
becoming seriously ill and being sent away to die among strangers 
is a prevalent and haunting fear, and since the State Hospitals’ 
Chronic Wards are so full it would mean being sent beyond the 
reach of visits from relatives and friends who are themselves frail 
and unaccustomed to the rush of modern travel. 

Yo meet this new problem the Management Committee 
decided to build a Hospital Annexe adjoining the Home to 
accommodate g patients and nursing staff, and the need being so 
urgent building operations were started in faith that the re- 
quired {10.000 would be forthcoming. 

In May 1955 Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Gloucester 
graciously attended a meeting when a National Appeal was 
launched at the Mansion House at the kind invitation of the 
Lord Mayor, Sir Seymour Howard, himself a very good friend of 
“the Gardeners” and a Past Master of the Worshipful Company 
of Gardeners 

Faith that the money for so urgent and vital а need would be 
forthcoming has been justified to the extent of £6,600 up to date, 
but the balance of the (10,000 must be found as the Annexe 
should be complete and ready for use this autumn. 

Funds are also needed to extend the Pension List, for it is 
hard indeed to place applicants of 80 or go years оп a waiting list. 
The Good Samaritan Fund is also hard pressed to make ends 
meet, particularly in winter time. 

Here are some of the extra activities which help to raise the 
funds so urgently required. 

Christmas Cards and Calendars are on sale at Headquarters 
from 1st September each year 

Decorative wild rose token stamps at one penny are available 
in any quantity and make attractive seals for gift parcels. 

Many beautiful and historic gardens open cach summer in aid 
of the charity and the list of Garden Openings, post free 23d. is 
available from March 181. 

Each one of us owes a daily debt of gratitude to gardeners 
wherever we may Бе. and what better thank-oflering could be 
made than to extend to them a helping hand in the evening of 
their lives? 
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JEAN PERRY writes about a sub- MON | ) Ү 
ject that is universally important п в а 


EW readers can be unaware of the rising costs of living, and 
Е the difliculuies of maintaining former standards, let alone of 

aspiring to new ones. Yet how many have considered 
seriously how this constant rise affects the Family Purse? 

While our Family Income before the war was adequate for 
most of our needs, to-day it falls far short of our ordinary 
requirements, while many endowments also need supplementing, 
and there are fewer really rich friends to help us. 

Faced not only with trying to balance the Budget, but of 
obtaining a surplus so that urgently needed staff could be 
appointed and more work undertaken, a Central Revenue Сот: 
mittee was formed some years ago, This has done excellent work. 
but much remains to be done, One member of this Committee — 
Mr. С. Jackson-Gole—was so strongly determined that the work 
of ‘Voc H must not be hampered by lack of money, that he made 
himself personally responsible for a special effort, Known as the 
Гос H Development Appeal. this has already been the means of 
contributing over C5000 to the Family Purse. 


M R. JACKSON-COLE recruited a small team of people, some 
of them already members of ‘Voc H, to help him in this 
appeal, and part of their work has been to visit business firms, 
charitable (rusts, and individuals, seeking their support as donors, 
Builders, or Deed-of-Govenanters. So far, however, the largest 
amounts have been from the Alexandra Rose Day Appeals, which 
the Team and members of Тос М have helped to organise in 
London and elsewhere. The Committee of this well-known 
National Charity. in recognition of the importance of the work 
of ‘Poo Н іп hospitals and on behalf of large numbers of cripples. 
aged, and infirm and children, awarded us donations from some 
forty places where we were responsible for the work оп their 
behalf, and the Team especially welcomed the help given them by 
many Branches and individuals in such areas, hey would also 
welcome more help in this branch of their work, and can send 
further particulars on request. 

Other means of obtaining money have included special cltorts 
such as dances, dramatic shows, etc., and we look forward to 
having many more such chloris, as these help to publicise Toc H 
locally and to develop it in its widest sense. as well as raising 
money, A special “Coming Attraction” is a concert by Dame 
Муга Hess in Bath in November. 

Mr. Jackson-Cole’s Team will welcome any ideas and sugges 
tions to further the Appeal. 
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W. J. A. C. 


HE Women's Junior Air Corps is a voluntary organisation 

for girls between the ages of 14 and 20 усагѕ, with Units 

throughout the United Kingdom. The Corps was formed in 
1939 to meet the need of girls who were air-minded and who 
wished to train for service cither in the Services or in civilian 
life. 

Since the war the Corps is no longer a pre-Service training 
Unit. It is now one of the three sister organisations, with the 
Girls’ Training Corps and the Girls’ Nautical Training Corps. 
The Ministry of Education provides a grant to assist in the ир: 
keep of the small headquarters staff. but the Units аге self- 
supporting and buy their own uniforms, and. in the case of the 
W. J. A. C. help to pay for their own Air Training. To encourage 
and help, each Unit has an Adult Committee comprised of men 
and women drawn from industry. education and national adult 
organisations. A number of our Units have members of the Toc 
М women's Association serving on their Committees. 

Units meet on one or two evenings a weck during which time 
both general and aviation training take place. 

Aviation Training is planned especially for the Corps and 
although it is simplified, any girl can learn a great deal about 
aviation from it. Flights in the Corps’ own aeroplane, “Grey 
Dove“ provide practical demonstrations, This plane has taken 
up over 10,000 Cadets since 1947. 

Flying Scholarships are awarded annually to two or three girls 
who then learn to fly at their local flying clubs. The Scholarships 
give 25 hours’ flying training. Thirty girls have won scholarships 
since 1946, and four have also won Gliding “А” Certificates. 


Į F is not the object of the Corps to train every girl to be a 
pilot, but we wish to give the opportunity to girls who have 
not the means but who possess the necessary determination and 
natural ability. 

A good pilot must be decisive, have good judgment, and a sense 
of responsibility. Qualities worth developing in men and women. 

General Training is also taken by all Units. Courses are taken 
in public affairs, home-making, First Aid and crafts, together 
with some specialised subjects. These vary widely and include 
judo, rille range shooting and many outdoor pursuits. 


170 


VERA WHEATCROFT, Training Officer, gives us а flying 
look at an organisation which covers a lot of ground. 


Fhe Aims of the Corps are threefold : 

Service, achieved by most Units through undertaking part- 
time hospital work. visiting old people or running 
canteens; 

An Intelligent Airmindedness; and 

Discipline, without which enthusiasm and effort can easily 
be wasted. 

Voluntary Officers as in any Youth Organisation, are a constant 
need if the Corps is to continue expanding. Some of the Officers 
are ex-Service Women, but many are women who have had little 
or no experience of youth work or of the Services. These Officers 
are interested in young people and realise how vital it is to the 
Country that they should have an opportunity to undertake re- 
sponsibilities and at the same time pursue a wide variety of 
leisure-time interests. Married as well as single women volunteer 
to help, especially those with small families, for it provides ап 
outside interest and they feel that while the time they can give is 
limited this one-night-a-week job is a worthwhile one. Women 
over 20 years old can be trained locally during short week-end 
and evening courses. 
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„ ASA 


FOUNDER PILOT 


T was a bright Sunday in March, 1038. and the first Toc H 
Pilgrimage of the year had been greeted with more than usual 
warmth by the good folk of Poperinghe. You see, it was only 
a few days after Chamberlain had returned from his memorable 
visit to Munich. Mac and 1 had gone that afternoon to pay our 
respects to one of our friends. As we stepped into the twilight of 
her little shop Madame ran forward excitedly, and, throwing her 
arms round Мас exclaimed between a hurricance of sobs and 
miles Oh! you have come! —But it is good то sce you again! 

Геке Germans! — Bur we know if they invade Belgium again. 
the English would come and save us as they did before!” 

l felt a little embarrassed and nota little sad. he future wats 
so uncertain it the testing time should come again, how would 
we stand? But, for Madame, the clouds, for the moment, had all 
dispersed. When Belgium was invaded in rigig the English had 
come to her succour and throughout those years of heroic 
struggle the Hule island strip round Ypres had been held in 
violate. 

It was not men only who had offered their lives: women had 
come too, with the British Red Cross, And Mac was one ol them. 
Madame remembered that, For iwo years Mac had worked as a 
VAD. in Belgium In April % she was seconded to a hospital 
in Poperinghe. 

In ап carly article in the Loc (April i931) Mac wrote “Easter 
туў... Is the only “memorable date’ [can discover in my own 
life, and it is the date on which 1 became inextricably involved 
in Whatever it is that we now call Toc H! „V. I. would bave 
happened in any case, but to the events of this month | owe my 
own entry into the fanily |.. Phere were three unforgetable 
visits to Talbot House, one an amazing Mucharist on Faster Day. 
another for a Sunday evening service in the big barn, and a third 
for the tea-party on the lawn in the garden.” 

Phe War ended, Мас returned to England and continued Һе 
hospital work, this time in the department of physiotherapy, All 
the tiie, however, she kept in touch with those who were work 
mg for the foundation of a new Talbot House in London. 

Phe могу of the re-birth of Гос H has been told many times. 
boat T think there are few who realise she was a member of its 
first Executive Committee. 
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OMEN had been foremost iu supplying the needs of Talbot 

House in Flanders and they were equally enger to give what 
wid they could to the adventure пом in hand, By 1922, the need of 
enlisting new friends was evident, and the League of Women 
Helpers was called into being. | 

Its first meeting was held in Mrs, Horne’s drawing-room in 
Kensington, and, as new schemes were outlined and new plans 
made, it becune obvious that, in order to control and co-ordinate 
the many threads, a secretary was necessiry—someone with a 
clear head and an orderly mind. Phe choice was speedily made 
Ii fell on Miss Mache, the youngest, and Pin sure the most shy 
of all those present. II was a wholly demanding job, Mac came to 
live on “the КИН” where, for thirty-three years now, she has dedi- 
cated her life in the voluntary service of Toc H. 

Following the pattern of Гос Н. the first venture of М.Н. 
was the establishment of a hostel for women and girls in Great 
Power Street, New June was to be not only the headquarters of 
L. VV II. bat the embodiment of an ideal—the Toc H way of life 
in action. Мас was is first Warden. Linked closely with AH 
Hallows, the house was a centre of hospitality for visitors both 
home and overseas. A Tunch-club was rau for Cityeworkers by 
day. and in the evening and at week-ends, it became a mecting: 
place for IV. II. gatherings of many kinds, 

\s the scope of IW. II. widened Мас was released from her 
post ats Secretary and took over the wider duties of Adininistrator. 
Much of her time was spent in starting and helping the new units 
that were springing up all over the country, and in ушу came the 
first Overseas tour tor Гос H and LW LAL in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Гре ude of Administrator was soon dropped aud instead she 
was given the mach more appropriate name of Founder Pilot. 

Chaimbers's goth Century Dictionary defines а pilot as “a steers 
тап, one who coudncts ships in and out of harbour, along a dan- 
serous coast, et: an avio; a puide.” 


I ils docs sum up most aptly the work Mac has been doing Гот 

1 ihe last quarter of a century steering а young community 
through the shoals and hazards of a new venture, inspiring and 
helping with projects already begun, training leaders to аѕѕшис 
responsibility, and, in their turn, to pass on to others the ideals 
of Foc H. 


JANE WELCH, asked specially fo write this 
study far the LOG, when she gets tu the root of 
A. B. S. NI.'s character sums up “its unshakable 
integrity und singleness of purpose, its tenacity 
d dignity, the courage never to envisage defeat 


but to go straight forward whatever the 
obstacle"... 


In the early days, the training of pilots especially was Mac's 
personal concern. For those of us within reach of London there 
were aming afternoons and evenings al No. 7 Tower Hill. And 
how we looked forward to them! Perhaps some of us began by 
being just a litle scared of the Founder Pilot, but as we got to 
know her better, we realised that what appeared to be aloofness 
was a desperate shyness, and that below was a fund of affection 
апа great buinility. 

ft was on one of her celebrated Pilots walks (hiking hadn't 
then been invented!) that hach my first gleam of the real situa- 
поп. | don't remember much about the walk. but 1 do remember 
the tea we had afterwards, sitting round one long table, and how, 
with much fun and laughter, we came 10 the subject of Christian 
names. and how, last of all, we extracted “Alison Bland Scoti 
Mache’. dont think, up to that minute. it had occurred to us 
that the initials A B. S. NI. we knew so well. had masked anything 
so familiar as a Christian name! It was on the same occasion, 1 
believe. that we elicited that she hadn't a birthday —- not an 
ordinary one anyhow- for she was born on Christmas Day. That 
too, marked her out as someone “special 

Much of Mac’s time is spent in correspondence, for not only 
is she the authority on all matters historical апа biographical, 
but her clear-sightedness makes her advice sought in problems 
arising in all parts of the Toc М world. 

She travels a good deal, keeping her fingers on the pulse of the 
Movement—week-end Rallies here or Guest-nights there--and. 
of course, the Festivals, As а speaker she is а joy to listen to. 
Whatever she says is worthwhile, nothing is superfluous, all is 
to the point and well phrased. She has a lovely speaking voice and 
even in the largest hall, по word is lost through fault of pitch or 
tone. 


N 1952 and “53 she was away for just over a year revisiting Гос 

Н іп New Zealand and Australia, and from there on to give 
greeting to the Branches and outposts of Southern and Central 
Africa and along the Mediterranean. Now she is flying to South 
America to visit the scattered family in that Continent. 

Up to date, though. she has not fully earned the defined lithe 
of “aviator” by piloung her own ‘plane! 

In another sense. though, it has been her special work Lo guide 
us to the heavenlies by ever keeping before us the spiritual found- 
ation upon which Toc H is built. The observance of Lady Day 
and Michaelmits Day for the upholding of the Family, have 
always been a special charge—and what infinite pains she takes 
with the preparation of the Michaclmas leaflet! Those who know 
All Hallows at all know how dear to her heart is the Guild 
Church of Гос Н. Never is she more happy than when some 
Family Occasion draws its members thither to pledge anew their 
allegiance. 
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N the Loc, too, for so many years, she has gently guided us in 

the appreciation of things beautiful and true. We have read so 
many good articles from her pen—so much of wisdom salted with 
wit—that perhaps we have tailed to realise the immense pains 
that have been taken to produce the seemingly cffortless result. 

Nothing short of perfection satislies Mac. She will never have 
truck with half-measures or half-truths, and no саѕу approval is 
given to that which falls short of the best possible effort. 

One of her outstanding characteristics is her love of simple 
things. There is nothing fussy about Mac, either in her ways ог 
in her attire. She loves simplicity and directness: she hates pomi- 
posity and religiosity. Anything bordering on sham is anathema. 
She has a great sense of humour and has never lost a youthful zest 
for fun. She loves little children—they are never afraid of her. 
When she lived in Upper East Smithfield for a while. throngs of 
grubby urchins hung about her door and greeted her as friend 
her “step-children” she used to call them. It is those who have 
been through great adversity or sickness who know most of her 
kindness and unobtrusive generosity. And how many humble 
folk there are who have blessed her for her sympathy and under- 
standing! 

It is a joy to visit her in her flat at the top of Crutched Friars 
House. Everything is so harmonious and orderly. books, pictures, 
furniture, obviously well-loved and well used. There is an atmo- 
sphere of tranquillity that permeates it all. It may come partly 
maybe, from its aloofness trom the clutter of commerce below, 
and its stance of open sky and stars, but certainly, too, from the 
personality of the lady whose home it is. 

There is so much more that might be written about Mac. No 
mention has been made of her War-time service in Orkney, of 
her work at Headquarters and on the C.E.C., of her part in direct- 
ing policy and shaping the course of the Movement today. To 
say too much would be to offend the reticence of a true Scot. For 
іс is to her Scottish heritage, perhaps, that she owes the rock like 
foundation of her character—its unshakable integrity and single- 
ness of purpose, its tenacity and its dignity, the courage never to 
envisage defeat but to go straight forward, whatever the obstacle. 

The picture would be incomplete, however, if the impression 
were left that she clid not possess the complementary defects of a 
strong character. At times she is capable of an ‘impish’ perversity. 
But saints are not easily made. Even the Apostle Paul was not 
able to write until quite late in his ministry—and then possibly 
with his tongue in his check that he had attained that stage 
wherein he could suffer fools gladly! 

Granite may prove an obdurate material in the handling, but 
it is the stone chosen һу the builder for the edifice that is to stand 
the test of time. And as it takes the stress of winds and weather its 
contours soften, its colours mellow, and strength becomes a beau- 
tiful and gracious thing. 
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This is the face of 

the house al Poper- 

inghe where so much 
was started 


THE FIRST CHAPTER 


who knows just where to find it, It is not easy to sce exactly 

where the story of women’s part in the Гос H Movement 
began to unfold nor is it casy to tell it. Things have changed so 
much in the last forty years, and not least in all matters con- 
cerning the Ше, education and work of girls, that one has con 
stantly to remind oneself that the sort of lives and the circum- 
stances in which they were lived in the carly nineteen-twentics 
and before, can hardly be imagined in апу real way by the 
younger people of to- day. Toc H "has changed 100, in this period 
of time, and the tale of carly struggles, successes and failures, must 


E VERY story must have а beginning, and happy is the writer 
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A. В. S. MACFIE has now completed the first part of the 
history of ‘For H Women's Association it is а remarkably 


stirring book, a factual record of many odd and many 
interesting things. It will be on sale in the Spring and the 


Founder Pilot has given permission for this first chapter to be 
published in the LOG. 


wear a slightly unreal complexion in the sight: of present 
developments. 


Н. best way may be, alter all. just to tell the story as и 

happened to some few of the “old originals”. who were 
fortunate enough to be in the neighbourhood of Poperinghe and 
to go to the Old House itself during the lirst World War, and so 
to be numbered among the Foundation Members of “Voc Н. 

Fhe vear тото found two of us nursing at a big Belgian Red 
Cross hospital in the one corner of Belgium which remained free. 
Here at La Panne, King Albert and his Queen lived in a villa on 
the outskirts, and the Hôtel de VOcean. then standing alone 
among the sand dunes, became the central building of a large 
hospital of which the greater part consisted of huts. Phe hospital 
was under the direction of Col. Depage. who was “Médecin сп 
Chef and a well-known surgeon in Brussels, with an English 
Matron and а large stall of Belgian and British sisters and 
nurses; and here Queen Elizabeth of the Belgians caine daily to 
do the dressings of some of the patients, to the great encourage 
ment and happiness of all. 


Another view uf this house of ideas 


I N the spring of 1917 relicfs were required for another small 
Belgian hospital near Poperinghe, where the nurses were badly 
in need of long overdue leave. My cousin and ] found Ourselves 
trundling along over the rough roads in a Red Cross car, proud 
possessors of “laisscz-passers from the Armée Belge which took 
us into the British section of the line, and of special permits from 
the Adjutant-General of the British Armies in France, allowing 
us to proceed to Poperinghe “within the area occupied by the 
British Army” and to stay there for a specified period. We were 
tremendously thrilled to be for a time among the Brtiish units, 
and close to the heroic defenders of the Salient of Ypres. 

The Hopital Elizabeth was situated in a field behind Chateau 
Couthove, a few kilometres from Poperinghe. The lane leading to 
the hospital is easily called to mind and recognised by any old 
soldiers who have served in the area, as on one corner was the 
Military Laundry and on the other the De-lousing Station. 1 
shall never forget a visit we paid to the laundry and the sight of 
large heaps of socks in every stage of decay being turned over by 
two old women who picked out any which were capable of further 
use. The hospital had military and civilian wards, апа a small 
maternity ward. Our ward was filled with old men who, with their 
wives, had retused to leave their homes until they were bombed 
out of them. 

A side-line of the Hopital Elizabeth was the keeping going of 
the lace-making industry. The Lace Car used to go out every day, 
taking the thread to the skilled lace- makers who remained in the 
area, and collecting their work when finished. 


"THE Easter Festival came while we were at Couthove, and we 

asked if we could possibly attend an English service. In La 
Panne at that time there were no English Church Services, though 
later we had a little church served by the Army Padres, when the 
British came to the northern end of the line, We were therefore 
taken by ambulance into Poperinghe and there deposited outside 
the big iron work doors of Talbot House in the Rue de l'Hôpital, 
have a hazy recollection of many people about the place, as we 
were conducted up the stairs to the upper floors. I do remember 
very distinctly, however, that on climbing up the steep stair to 
the Upper Room and on reaching the level of the floor with my 
head, I looked around and saw nothing but a sea of very muddy 
boots and khaki puttees, all much the same in colour. There had 
been services going on continuously since dawn, and still the 
Chapel was crowded, Room was made for us, and we knelt before 
that sacred Bench beside men for whom this was a rare and 
deeply valued opportunity in the dark and dangerous life of the 
trenches round Ypres. Often, when J revisit Talbot House now, 
and sit as nearly as possible in the place I first knew in the Upper 
Room, I can still feel that atmosphere of tense attention, as row 
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after row of worshippers went forward in response to the divine 
invitation. 

When we сапе down from the Upper Room we found the 
Padre who had taken the service grecting the congregation as it 
stood about in the hall or vanished into the garden or out into 
the street. Some, like ourselves, being newcomers, were specially 
welcomed and filled in the slips of paper which constituted the 
Falbot House Communicants’ Roll. That was my first visit to 
Palbot House, and the first time 1 met the “Innkeeper” of the 
“Fales”, the Rev. Р. B. Clayton, now known to all as “Tubby. 


OS another Sunday evening we managed to attend a service 
at Talbot House. but this time in the barn, which really be 
longed to the farm next door and was entered by a doorway 
knocked through the wall. And on a weekday we were the special 
guests at а tea-party in the garden. when most of the others 
present were weary gunners straight out of the line. 

Though nurses were a comparatively rare sight in Poperinghe 
it must be realised that they did appear from time to time, 
coming from Casualty Clearing Stations and Hospitals chiefly at 
Lissenthoek and Remy Siding, not far from Poperinghe. Rose 
Stapleton, in later years a worker for Гос H in Birmingham. 
was at the Old House at Christmas-time in 1915. Mary Dorothy 
Allen, who is still one of our active members, and her friend 
Ethel Webb Johnston (later on at Girls’ Collegiate School at 
Pietermaritzburg) were there in 1016. And Sister Luard, R. R. C., 
who had known Tubby at No. 16 General Hospital at Le 
Гтёрогі. when he first went out to the front from Portsea 
Parish Church, was from July to September 1917, sister-in-charge 
of the Advanced Abdominal Station at Brandhock between 
Poperinghe and Vlamertinghe. This station was an experiment 
which aimed at making treatment available much more quickly 
for the seriously wounded in chest or abdomen and in this way 
lo save many precious lives. 


FLYER returning to La Panne from Poperinghe, and even 

‘tually to London from La Panne, I became one of the many 
friends who helped Tubby’s work at Talbot House in апу way 
that was both needed and possible. The needs were, after all, very 
much like the needs of the Service Clubs of the last war, though 
on а smaller scale. Cigarettes. woollies, books and papers were in 
constant demand, and, at the end of cach year, toys or the money 
to buy them for the parties held in the house for the Belgian 
Children on the Feast of St. Nicholas or near Christmas. One at 
Jeast of these children still lives in Poperinghe, and with her hus- 
band gives much help to the Old House in its modern rôle. 
Friends at home, led by Mrs, Clayton, Tubby's mother, kept the 


179 


Y 
| 


The Founder Pilot. author of the book, has 

promised to autograph the first hundred copies 

of the first part of the history of the Toc H 

Women's Association. I is too carly for orders 

to be accepted yet, but we hope to give а date 
in the next number of the Log. 


stream of supplies constantly moving and put their prayers its 
well as their hearts into their work, Others who helped were the 
relatives and Friends of men who used Talbot House. `1 hey re- 
ceived letters written from there, telling of the friendship found, 
the beauty and peace of the garden, the humour of the notices. 
the сопот and peace of the Upper Room, Chey knew what this 
meant and were grateful. 

As is generally known, Tubby spent the first year after the waa 
асе Pest School, set up im Кио Prison. with the Service 
Candidates for Ordination, this scheme having, to а great extent. 
originated in Таро House. But the seed of Тос Ll was not 
dormant, “whisbang™ postcards, asking for news and telling of 
the publication of “The Pales of Гао House” were sent out to 
every known address, and plans were made for action, he friends 
and sympathisers in the background were kept informed of these 
things, and some even visited the Padre and the would-be ordi- 
nants in Knutstorcd Prison, their temporary home and school 
Опсе Е paid them a visit, and saw the strange sight of many men 
of all ages wandering freely about the grini corridors and prison 
precincts. Rehearsals fora performance of “Macbeth” were going 
forward, and the caste, in costume, accompanied me to the station 
to catch my train, Гў caused по sensation, as by now Knutsford 
wits accustomed to the strange behaviour of the new inmates of 
the prison. 

During the sumuner vacation, men ad the Lest School who had 
known Talbot House went out two by two, like the disciples in 
New ‘Vestament days, armed with lists of mames and addresses and 
covering а great part of the country, carrying the good news of 
the comme гери of ао House in the autumn. Some went 
on bicveles, а few by car, most of them on foot; and one pair (the 
pair that called on me) Gavelled with a donkey. 


PEER one or two preliminary qeetings a notice headed 

“Operation Order No, 1%. with the Talbot louse stamp upon 
пт. was sent out far and wide. calling upon the membership (for 
a kind of enrolmen had already taken place) to assemble in the 
Central Church Fund Otfice in Great Smith Street, Wesuninste 
“under the direction of General R. S. May. (XI... ID. S. O., ete.” 
on Saturday, November 15th. 1919. Phe hist paragraph of thai 
order is of special interest. 10 reads: — 
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“Nature of he vital need of maintaining the old fellowship 
Country. and extending it to the younger clerks, civil 
4 servants and students of London, offers special 
opportunity for the initiative of all arms, and 

risks must be boldly taken. 


This should be clear enough to convince anyone that "Гос П 
never intended to be and has never been an ex-service organisa- 
поп. 

At this meeting an Executive Committee was appointed and in 
spite of protest I was included in the number. When my name 
was mentioned { rose to say I could not possibly do it. but was 
firmly put in my place (which was apparently on the Executive) 
and told that other people were the best judges of my fitness. 
Perhaps this is the kind of firm line we should take with reluctant 
office-bearcrs designate in our branches nowadays? 

Phe Executive set to work to launch an appeal for 30.000. 
Phe results were. hnanciallv, verv disappointing, but much 
goodwill became evident and gave hope for te future. The 
personal clforts of Lady Byng, who read The Tales of Talbot 
House asa bedtime book, saved the appeal from complete failure, 


WEER this my n A divided hetween hospital duties and 
he claims of Гос H. which now, besides issuing this appeal. 
energetically set e тано ‘Vatbot Houses in London 
and elsewhere. So [аг 1510 headquarters in London had been 
a Пас (originally his sister's) at the top of a house in Red Lion 
Square, from whence they апей for the renewal of old contacts 
by means of a label, tied to a long string, and let down from 
one of the front windows until it reached the level of the mands 
chests of passers-by. 1 only visited this temporary abode once, when 
l had a box of lump sugar (saved from my hospital rations, sugar 
м being a precious commodity) то hand over to the Gen, and 
when was invited to perform the “inauguration ceremony” of 
a new bimpshade. by putting it in place. the light then being 
switched on! his flat in Red Lion Square and the corner of the 
Challenge office in пеат Street gave place to Marks Гапа 11 
and осе room on the ground floor of the latter. 

‘Phe unofficial helpers sometimes found their hands very full 
indeed. Mark II at tts stare had no curtains. and as one or two 
of the ground floor rooms were used as bedrooms this was enm- 
barrassing, not so much for the Marksmen as for the curious 
passer-by, However, Army Disposal Board Sales helped us out of 
the difficulty, The Founder Padre (at this period he was just the 
secretary) bought an odd lot, and amongst its varied items there 
was а large bundle of green casement curtains, made for the win- 
dows of army huts, and evidently used at some time for mopping 
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up the ink spilt by orderlies. In answer to an urgent summons, | 
went to assess the possibilities of making these small curtains fit 
the large windows of Mark II—for as Tubby so rightly said, it 
might be expensive to brick in the windows to fit the curtains. 

The result was something like a tidal wave. washing over the 
hospital in which I was then working. Toc H carried everything 
before it! An enormous and very dirty bundle was dumped at the 
front door, a highly astonished porter carried it up to my bed 
sitting-room, one of the sisters produced a sewing machine and 
devoted all her spare time for a week to the job, the Home Sister 
frowned but said nothing about the mess, Annie the ward-maid 
offered to launder the finished articles and—-Matron beamed 
upon it all! 


“THIS first phase of helping Toc H perhaps reached its climax 
2 atthe Birthday Party of December 1921. The celebrations іп. 
cluded a service held at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, and a reunion 
in the Crypt. The Party itself was held in Grosvenor blouse in 
Park Lane, kindly lent by our good friend the late Duke of West 
minster, whose town house it was. Between Trafalgar Square and 
Park Lane, London. members wearing armleis bearing the proud 
device “Toc Н”. were posted at street corners to direct our 
country cousins who didn't know the way. Coats and hats were 
piled in the entrance hall of Grosvenor House, warmly covering 
the Gen's two small sons, “the Nihs“, who, however, emerged 
scatheless but sleepy at the end of the evening. 


ХЕК VAINMEN Е went merrily forward, under the ghostly 

surveillance of the Grosvenor family portraits. swathed in then 
dust sheets. Prince Henry, guest of honour in the place of his 
brother the Prince of Wales (who was away on one of his tours), 
arrived at the appointed hour, and as the proper reception com 
mittee was at the other end of the long corridor he was received 
by anyone who happened to be standing about, including опе от 
two ladies who were handing out the programmes. He was 
escorted 10 the scene of revelry, narrowly escaping a collision with 
the hurrving figure of the Founder Padre on his way to greet him 
Music, supper, dancing and Old Lang Syne filled the programme 
of this, the first post-war birthday anniversary of a very young 
movement--a movement which showed in its activities much 
humour and happiness. originality and enterprise. with some 
thing more which can best be described. perhaps. as “maintain 
ing the old fellowship and extending it to the vounger“, for the 
very definite reason that it had been tried and proved invaluable 
in the hard expericnce of the war. 
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SECOND NATIONAL RALLY 
OF TOC H WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


VER the weekend gth, то and trith July, the second 

National Rally was held in Durban, We were fortunate in 

being able to hold it at the Howard College of the Natal 
University, which is situated high оп a ridge overlooking the 
town and Бау, a most inspiring view, Fifty-five members were in 
residence and another fifty local members came and went to the 
various sessions. Among those fifty-five were members from places 
as far apart as Livingstone in Northern Rhodesia and Cape 
Гомп, the southernmost city of the Union. 

The theme for the weekend was Rediscovering “Poco II. in- 
spired by the articles in the Journal by Mayne Elson, There 
are those who thought that we should have devoted the time to 
trying to find solutions to one or other of our probleins of race 
relationship, but the committee responsible felt that in rediscover- 
ing Гос М we would recapture the inspiration and sense of adven 
ture of Toc H and go back to our communities better equipped 
to tackle our problems. And that is just what happened to us 
over the weekend, We met as distant relations and parted as 
sisters bound together in the fellowship of a Toc М which had 
come alive. 

On the Saturday afternoon Connie Lanham the Natal Area 
Chairman welcomed us and then called for short reports from 
the diferent areas. After tea and chatter we were divided up 
into teams and dispersed to various lecture rooms to talk about 
Гос Н. When we gathered together at the end of the time, dis 
cussion was general and lively. 

In the evening we had a Guest Night тип as ап ordinar 
branch meeting with Chairman, Secretary, Pilot. Jobbie, 
Speaker; after tea we sang Rogerum. Then came Homegoing 
Prayers. 

Sunday started with Communions, and after breakfast there 
was the meeting of the Southern African Council, which took 
the whole morning. The afternoon was left free for sightseeing. 
chatter, snoozing or what you will. Then in the evening some ai 
those in residence attended service at the Missions 0 Seamen. 
where Padre Don Rogers works. 

Monday brought us to the climax of the weekend in the Re 
dedication Service. Vhis was a most inspiring service and set the 
seal on the whole week-end. In parting we remembered the All 
Hallows Bazaar and decided to give a donation from our funds. 
Che money donated would purchase beadwork from the Voc H 
Г.В. Setdement thus helping two Toc Н projects. 

Reported by E. WEBSTER 
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LAUGHTER ... 


OT long ago I was shopping in a London store. As 1 
hurried “through one of the departments. E saw coming 
towards me а rather harassed-looking woman. carrying а 
number of parcels and looking rather familiar. I hurried on. 
thinking, “I’m sure 1 know her but 1 haven't time to stop пом”, 

Fhe next moment, I felt a violent blow on the face. 

Looking round indignantly, I heard suppressed giggles from 
one or two assistants, i realised what had happened. There, face 
to face with me, was the harassed-looking woman, rubbing her 
nose—in a full-length looking-glass with which і had collided. 

fh is curious how little most of us know ourselves only 
physically. but at the deeper level of our personalities. Psycholo- 
gists tell us that we dislike most of all in others our own faults. 
lhad a nice example of this the other day when a friend—mean- 
ing. Гап sure, to be flattering—referred to ine as “vivacious”. I 
looked at her in silent horror. for if there is one kind of woman 
I find at all uncongenial it is the vivacious sort. And 1 had fondly 
imagined for some years that had been successfully cultivating 
serenity, calmness and tranquillity . 


FO know ourselves is not casy, but to laugh at ourselves is 

always possible and we would be wise to с ТИ ite the art. And 
laughter isa good weapon то use when we lind that we are taking 
ourselves too ser iously. 

Children are quick to perceive in grown-ups any sign ol pom- 
posity and self-righteousness. My own small boys have their own 
titles for those whom they specially Hike. Friends are divided into 
Iwo categories, the “jokers” and the “trick-gamers”. The “jokers” 
are those who are friendly to them, but who mainly prefer the 
company of grownups. Phe “uick-gamers” are those who enjoy 
entering into their games and fantasies and who will spend hours 
thinking up nonsensical ideas and inventing new wavs of doing 
things. 

Most writers portray Jesus asa profound thinker, a great moral 
teacher, а great leader. He was. of course, all these “things amd 
more. for He is notio be contained in words, but Iam sure that 
He Joved laughter. How else could He have attracted people to 
Him as He did? And Ме was a great lover of children, Phev 
flocked to Him wherever He was, which is the best compliment 
any child can pay то an adult, His closeness to children is shown 
by the way in which He identified Himself with them when He 
said that to welcome “one such child” was to welcome Him. 
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JEAN EDWARDS’ article will probably make 
you ask yourself whether you are a “joker” or a 


“trick-gamer’! Don't ask what it means—read 


the article. 


(CHILDREN love people who are ready to laugh with them, 
which incidentally is worth remembcring when people say 
that according to the Gospels, Jesus never laughed or joked. He 
would not have been so popular with children if this were true. 
Many of us even try to take the joy out of our religion. I have 
often been amazed, at the occasional Church services I have 
attended, at the change which comes over people as they kneel 
down to worship, the sorrowful expressions and anxious faces. 
notice often the same thing at Quaker meetings. Surely we ought 
to be Jaughing and singing with joy! For was not a Child once 
born into the world Whose mission it was to recall us to our 
Heavenly Father? And Who, in spite of sorrow and pain, loved us 
so much that even at the agonising end to which we brought Him. 
усі prayed to His Father to forgive us? 
Is there not cause for great joy and thankfulness that this 
could have happened for the sake of people like you and me? 


Ç О at this time of the year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
let us think about these things and rejoice, remembering the 
words Jesus spoke to His disciples within a few hours of His death. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer: I have overcome the world. —John 16.33. 


WE WILL REMEMBER 


Marian Bertram Central. 15.8.40—July, 1955 
Mary Elizabeth Chalmers—dinburgh. 1931—18.8.55 
Mabel A. Ellis Tottenham, October, 1936—August, 1955 


Margaret Coggan—Carshalton. 5.7.32—11.9.55 

Beatrice Elms (Birthday Scheme Secretary)—Central. 
July 1923—19.9.55 

Beatrice Elms (Birthday Scheme Secretary) Central. 


Florence E. Barker—Builder attached io Folkestone 
Branch—October, 1951—15th Sept. 1955 


Anne Ironside—New Zealand—d. Sept. ioth. 1955. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER has graciously consented 
to attend the performance of the Comedy “For Better for Worse” 
at the Scala Theatre, which the Stock Exchange Dramatic and 
Operatic Society are giving in aid of Toc H on Wednesday goth 
November. Tickets are available from g/- to 2 gns, from Ken 
Rogers, 47. Francis Street. London, S. W. i. Early application for 
tickets is advisable. 

THE WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT will be observed in turn at g p.m. 
by local time on Saturday, December 10, in places westward of 
Greenwich to the Pacific, and on Sunday, December 11, from New 
Zealand westward to Greenwich. The Vigil will be held simul- 
tancously in all parts of the world during the twenty-four hours. 
starting at о p.m. by Greenwich mean time on Saturday, Decem- 
ber то. There is abundant evidence that the Vigil held at the 
time of the World Chain of Light last December was widely 
observed and that it proved to be a new and significant ex- 
perience for many members, Suggestions will be made available 
(in booklet form) for a Theme to be used during each of the 
twenty-four hours of the Vigil. One copy will be issued free to 
cach Branch. and further copies for personal use may be obtained 
from Crutched Friars House, London. E.C.g, price 6d each (6s. a 
dozen, post frec). 

NATIONAL FESTIVAL—e2nd and зга June, 1950. Further details 
will be published in the January Loc. 


PICTORIAL SEALS: Sheets of these seals showing beauty spots in 
the British Isles have been made available to the Women's 
Association by Mr, Jackson Cole who has already done so much 
for the Гос H Development Appeal. These Seals can be affixed to 
envelopes and would be particularly attractive for letters going 
Overseas. Sheets are obtainable from Crutched Friars House. 
London, E. Cg, at 1/- per sheet. 

CHILDREN IN TROUBLE (Price 6d): Home Office Circular No. 
991953. referred to in the Syllabus can be obtained (price 7d in- 
cluding postage) direct from Н.М. Stationery Office, York House. 
Kingsway, W.C.2. This also applies to two of the books recom- 
mended for study— Out of School” and “Approved Schools, 
Borstals and Prisons”. published by Н.М. Stationery Office. These 
publications should МОТ be ordered from the Home Office. 
Alternatively, these and other books suggested can be ordered 
through vour local bookseller, apart from those obtainable from 
Crutched Friars House. 

1956 TOC Н DIARIES are now ready, Price 3/6 or fitted with pen- 
cil ү post free. These are obtainable from Гос H Headquarters, 
47 Francis Street, SVa, and NOT from Crutched Friars House. 
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STOCKTON AND THORNABY Women’s Association writes: This 
year we have been in being for 25 years so on the qth June we 
celebrated with the Women’s and wai s Branches in this Area. In 
the afternoon Canon Salter officiated ata Rededication Service in 
Holy Trinity Church, Over 100 members sat down to tea and we 
were honoured by the presence of the Mayor and Mavoress of 
Stockton, Councillor and Mrs, Wiseman, who are both members 
of Stockton Гос Н. Light was taken by the Chairman. Mrs. Rav. 
who was one of the first members. During tea the two cakes were 
cut by Mrs. Dawson—one of the original members—and Mrs. 
Smith—the last to be initiated. In the” evening Mr. Jack Sugden 
gave us an interesting talk on Toc Н during the last 25 years. 

The celebrations concluded with a very good concert provided 
by the Top Liners Concert Party presented by Mr. С. Rowden 
who is a member of Stockton Men’s Branch. 


AN IDEA: A member of Bassett Southampton Branch, writes: [п 
our Church we have a Young Married Couples Club which meets 
monthly for discussions, social events, films, etc. For the people 
who come on a Saturday evening we find “sitters in“ -often from 
among the younger church members (unmarricd)—who not only 
sitin” on Saturday but also for one church service on Sunday 
to enable the parents to go together. A member of our Branch 
contacts the parents of children on the “Cradle Roll” and any 
others who might be interested in maintaining contact with their 
church but who would find it difficult unless a “sitter-in” could 
be Tound. It is also hoped to interest those who rarely attend 
a place of worship. Congratulations on the new Loc. 


FARNHAM FESTIVAL: Letty Flux of Derbyshire writes: For four 
whole weeks the sun shone down on Farnham Castle and its lovely 
gardens. Lucky were the people who were able to share in the 
happy fellowship there during the month of August this year. 

On looking back, the point that struck ine most of all was the 
wonderful family atuosphere. We meet it in Тос Н in many 
different ways but never have I come across it in such a complete 
sense. We were a family holidaving together, laughing, teasing, 
listening, discussing, cating. plaving, and worshipping. There 
was that complete mixture of people we want in our Branch 
life. with the expert dropping in to highlight the day or evening. 


TOC H WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION IN SCOTLAND had their annual 
week-end at Gean House, Alloa, on 8th/gth Мау. Ю.М. writes: 
Mrs. Audrey Davidson (“Peth”) was our guest speaker. Many of 
us were delighted to renew ап old friendship with Peth and we 
all of us, enjoyed her talks. The first talk was provocative, and 
Peth followed it up by asking us 10 discuss in groups some of the 
problems which confront our Movement 
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Peth’s second talk gathered up our suggestions and threw them 
back at us with a challenge to do something about them. She also 
heartened and inspired us to face up to them by telling us her 
own beliefs in what Toc H is; what it could do in our world 
today if the members live it out in their lives. 


PETERBOROUGH Branch continued the celebration of their 25th 
Birthday with a party for elderly and lonely folk on July 7th. 
Those of the company of 34, who were unable to walk were 
collected by car, After tea, which was enjoyed by all, competitions 
and singing ended a pleasant afternoon. 


PETERBOROUGH Branch with New England Branch, helped 
again this year with the cripple outing. This is an annual event 
organised by Peterborough District Toc H with the co-operation 
of members of the Rotary Club, who lend and drive the cars. 
Over 80 cripples were taken in over 30 cars to Barnwell Manor. 
the home of the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester. An extended 
route was taken which gave them а go-mile ride in the country. 
COME to All Hallows Bazaar at Sir John Cass College. igth 
November; opening at 11 o'clock by Mrs. Luke Paget. 


MRS. HORNE’S new address is Curzon House Club. 21 Curzon 
Street, London, W.1. 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD celebrated the coming of age of their 
Branch on June qth. В. I. Trend says: It was a memorable occa- 
sion, starting with a service of Thanksgiving and Re-dedication 
at the Congregational Church. conducted by the Padre, the Rey. 
J. K. Antrobus, who gave an inspiring address to a congregation 
of members and friends from other Branches. The Lesson was 
read by Mrs. Р. Bradford, one of the original members. 

Miss Е. Trevelyan Lee was the Guest Speaker, and gave an 
address which was very much appreciated. 

‘There followed an entertainment of a very high standard which 
had heen organised by Mrs. I. Parr. Her mother, Mrs. F. Miller. 
who had been a member of the Branch since its formation, was. 
during the afternoon, presented with a bouquet of roses as a 
token of esteem and appreciation of her long membership. 


A JOINT EFFORT of Preston and Kirkby Lonsdale Branch of the 
‘Toc Н Women’s Association is described by Е. М. Heywood: In 
August Preston Branch took 25 elderly or ҮЙҮРҮ Preston women 
for an afternoon coach trip in ‘the country. They left at 2 o'clock 
for Kirkby Lonsdale via Gisburn—where they had tea, minerals 
or ices given by one of the Preston Toc Н men-—and Settle. On 
arrival at Kirkby Lonsdale. there was an excellent tea awaiting 
them provided by the Kirkby Lonsdale Toc Н Women's Associa 
tion Branch 

BIRTHDAY SCHEME: Owing to the death of Beatrice Еһ», 
members of the Birthday Scheme are asked, until further notice, 
to send their donations direct to Crutched Friars House 
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IN MEMORIAM 


% Ironside. New Zealand, September woth 


Anne Ironside has been for many years the leader of the 
Women's Association in New Zealand in matters of thought and 
study in spite of increasing ill-health. As Dominion Pilot she com- 
piled for the use of the branches from time to time courses of 
study, and cach year has inspired the members by her “charge” 
to the Dominion Council at its meeting, encouraging them to fur- 
ther efforts and to a wider outlook. Last March at the 1955 Coun- 
cil, she was not able to be present, but her message was read. It 
contained three definite “points of challenge“ -i) a yearly re- 
newal of acceptance of Гос Н membership; (2) the challenge of 
the teenage problem of impurity and moral delinquency demand- 
ing from Тос Н action, perhaps in starting mixed clubs well run 
and strongly led: and (g) facing the full import of the Main 
Resolution in every aspect of the national life. education, govern- 
ment, Church and sport. 

We hope that a fuller appreciation of Anne’s great contribu- 
поп to Toc Н in New Zealand may follow later from one of those 
who were most intimate with her; and some day we hope to hear 
how her challenge has been taken up—a challenge which calls 
for action within the reach but not vet fully grasped by the Move- 
ment anywhere in the world. 


Beatrice Elms, Central Branch, September roth 


Members whose memories go back to the 1920°5 will recollect 
the two Elms sisters—Rosalind and Beatrice—Rosalind whose 
fiancé had known well Talbot House, Popcringhe, and whose 
special work for the League of Women Helpers was the initiation 
of the Birthday Scheme and carrying on its steadily growing 
work; and Beatrice. the younger, relying on her strong and 
capable elder sister in so many ways. Rosalind died some 4} years 
ago and her work was cheerfully shouldered by her sister, now 
very much alone, but never showing how much she felt this 
loneliness. The Memorial Service for her in All Hallows showed 
how wide a circle of friends she had. when on September 19th 
she rejoined Rosalind, after a short illness and brave attempt to 
curry on in spite of it. In her quiet way, Beatrice did a great deal, 
both for All Hallows and for Toc Н Women's Association and 
was a perfect example of the ordinary member whose life is given 
to God's service through Toc Н without advertisement; the 
ordinary member who, іп fact makes Toc H what it is. 
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LETTERS... 


Dear Editor, 

Having read with interest the article in the May-June LoG re 
“Lacking Self Denial” ! am somewhat surprised” at its tone 
especially coming from a Pilot, 

The Branch of which I am a member has taken part in this 
form of giving annually since its inception and J know that cach 
member has made it a very personal alfair. The sum total has 
never been very great but brought along in a spirit of self-denial. 
One member this усаг gave the difference between a skein of 
mending and a pair of new nylon stockings which she had in- 
tended buying that week Has our good friend the Taunton 
Pilot thought of denying herself a new Easter bonnet or going 
without that new coat or some form of dress she had particularly 
set her heart on, and given the cost of same to her Branch’s self- 
denial fund? She cannot surely get satisfaction from giving half a 
crown she does not miss, and how much better olf the funds of 
Гос Н М.А. 

Thanking vou for producing such a very satisfactory Loc. 

GREIG GOLDING 
(Gillingham. Kent) 


Dear Editor, 

Here is another letter to add to the heap! 

The May-June number of the Loc is particularly interesting to 
nic as І have many relatives in Australia, and have supported the 
Over go Association for many years. 

‘The points for the Loc which I should like to raise are: 

1. Did Dr. Duguid in his article in the “Link” say nothing of 
the marriage customs of the Australian aboriginal tribe with the 
unpronounceable name? So often, in missionary and other jour- 
nals, the marriage customs of primitive tribes form one of the 
most difficult nuts to crack in introducing them to a better way 
of living. I should be very interested to have further information 
about this. 

2. The article about self-denving weeks (or such arrangements 
of any length of time)—I have so often had the same thought and 
have tried to arrange some real connection between what L give 
and what 1 doit is not easy for elderly people with a sufficient 
income, But 1 am sure a connection should always be made 
deliberately and should be something quite serious and hard. No, 
DC, is not being tiresome but very salutary 

R. F. S. 
(Gen. Member. М.А.) 

Phe article we reprinted [тош the “Link” was only one of a 

series by Dr. Duguid. —Eprror, 


190 


Dear Editor, 

Ata Branch inceting we discussed the Taunton Pilots thoughts 
on Self Denial, and “Lacking Self Denial“, and wholeheartedly 
agree with her findings. We ourselves feel strongly that we would 
send much more readily, and with considerable advantage to the 
movement to, say, а Thank Offering week. We could think of 
many things to be thankful for, and have many happy memories 
of Toc H which would warrant the production of more than 2/6. 


T. L. BURNS 
(for Solihull Branch) 


Dear Editor, 

Мау I be permitted through the medium of the Loc to say 
very sincerely Thank You, to the members dispensing teas at 
the Toc Н B. E. L. R. X. Garden Party in Regents Park on july gth. 

For the amazing way in which they coped, making over 1.000 
sandwiches, the response to appeals for cakes, the servers, the 

washers ир” (never a glamorous job), the table clearers, not for- 
getting the lower region staff in their seemingly never ending job 
of replenishing empty tea urns—and the valiant work of Toc H 
Mark VII men with their job of lifting and carrying said urns. 

he co-operation between Тос Н men and women at this most 
enjoyable annual function brings out so very forcibly our fellow- 
ship, our service. our fastmindedness not always casy in team 
work, and our endeavours to witness very humbly for the King- 
dom of God on earth. 
DOROTHY HUCKER 
(Toc H B.E.L.R.A. Garden Party Committee. 1955) 


From Geoffrey Savill (Hon. Organising Sec. of the Garden Party): 

І would be most grateful if you would make sure that through 
your columms a sincere thank you is said to all the Women's 
Association members who helped, from me, and the rest of the 
male members of the committee. 


Dear Editor, 

Our Branch was very interested in the article in the May-June 
Loc by the Taunton Pilot on Self Denial Week. We feel as she 
does, that there is really no Self Denial in it at all, at least іп our 
Branch. We should like to suggest it is called “Gift Week“ or 
“Thanksgiving week". Giving thanks for all our Blessings and I'm 
sure each member has some Blessings for which to be thankful. 

ELSIE FISHER 
(Chairman, Stowmarket Branch) 
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Dear Editor. 


Yesterday our copies of the Loc arrived and so to-day while 
travelling 12 miles into the city (all our members are widely 
separated) and then on over the bridge and 16 miles further on 
to the suburb of Hornsby, had ample opportunity of delving into 
its many interesting pages. The closing pages plus our very enjoy- 
able and more or less historical Toc H day (historical N.S.W. 
Women's association) prompted this letter. 

We were having our first gathering of our three Sydney 
branches. [t is still quite a thrill to us to have Wahroonga and 
Cammeray as Sydney has been a lone branch for so long. 

We gathered in the home of one of our members and the 
“Resolution” from the recent Toc H Conference in Adelaide, 
which six of us attended, brought forth much discussion as it 
was considered paragraph by paragraph. Questions on Toc H 
Topics had been handed in and were answered by а small 
“Panel”. We look forward to big and bright things in the future 
and are happily anticipating our very first combined job at the 
end of the month, i.c., entertaining with afternoon tea, about 50 
New Settlers and their friends after a Naturalisation Ceremony in 
the City. 

It seemed an excellent opportunity so we handed over a copy 
of the Loc to each of our New Branches—you may hear more 
news from Australia soon. 


JOAN MORRIS 
(Secretary. Sydney Branch) 


Го the Itditor 

Мау I express through the pages of the Loc a very belated 
acknowledgment of the many kindnesses shown by Toc Н people 
especially trom Headquarters since my arrival from Australia in 
Мау. Being very slow in adjusting myself to new conditions 1 
am only now feeling more or less acclimatized. The Overseas 
Party in July was a joy, meeting folk in the flesh, known before 
only through the medium of the written word. 

Also 1 would like to comment оп the Editorial in the Septem- 
ber / October Los. It echoes a response in my experience of Toc 
H, that sense of belonging which is one of the movement's unique 
gifts and an attribute of a united family in the truest sense. You 
are wanted in а Foc H Branch. whatever vour failings, for your- 


self. 
AILSA С. BEANEY 
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